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news of God’s work among us
Her name was Mary.
She was beautiful. She looked toward the
future with eyes wide, full of hope.
Young and single, Mary had many prayers and
dreams. Suddenly, her life was interrupted and
everything was frightening and confusing.
An unplanned event that she did not
understand or feel prepared for.
She was terrified. Yet there was one thing that
Mary knew – she knew that she could trust
her Heavenly Father. Today we know that the
willingness of this one girl named Mary to
choose LIFE ushered into this world The One
we would call Savior, the Prince of Peace.
Mary, mother of Jesus. Mary chose life.

PEACE

More than 2000 years
later, another Mary was
facing an unplanned pregnancy of her own. The day
after her 18th birthday, a pregnancy test confirmed what she had already
suspected. She knew it before she let her eyes fall to the test stick.
Mary was pregnant.
Mary had just graduated from high school, and her plan was to go to college.
Mike, her boyfriend of three months, was a senior in high school. His plan
was to finish school. A baby, at this point in their lives, was definitely not
part of their plans.
Mary’s family was large and tight knit, and she was faced with the difficult
task of telling each member this news. Their reactions ranged from anger
to tears and everything in between. In those early days she felt alone. She
struggled with her decision - a voice inside of her saying she needed to keep
the baby or make an adoption plan - but so many voices surrounded her.
Mary's parents searched for resources and found Amnion, where Mary
received individual counseling, and both sets of parents attended group
sessions. She doesn't remember much about this time in her life - so much
of it is a blur - but Mary described Amnion as "a positive voice" when she
was surrounded by so much negativity. Amnion was a place of safety and
peace where she could seek the best plan for her and her baby.
Mary and Mike had a long discussion about their future. Both of their lives
were interrupted and they faced challenging decisions. Mary told Mike that
he didn’t have to stay, but every step of the way Mike was there … they
chose to keep their baby. Their focus was going to be on the health of the
baby and Mike finishing high school. Mary worked at the local mall during
her pregnancy, and their daughter, Emily, was born in March 2001. Even

though her plan to go to college was put on hold Mary was determined
to get an education, and that fall she began taking classes at Delaware
County Community College while continuing to work. Mike graduated
high school and was working as a landscaper, and has worked hard to
complete a business degree.
During her time in college Mary would find herself counseling friends and
acquaintances. Classmates would seek her out for advice, and she even
helped two students through their own unplanned pregnancies. Today,
Mary is a Guidance Counselor at Oxford High School. In addition to her
regular duties, she facilitated a group for teen moms.
When Emily was 3
years old Mary and
Mike were married.
Emily is now 15,
and she’s a big
sister to Lily, 11
and Kevin, 9.
They are an amazing, terrific family. In Mary’s words, they were “lost
teenagers, adrift”, but with the help of supportive families, Amnion, faith
and prayer, they found peace for the road ahead.
We all face impossible situations. It may be at work, at school, or even at
home. It may be physical, emotional, or spiritual - but the truth applies.
God can be trusted. The paths of our lives are sometimes different than
we expect, but God is always with us. He is our Prince of Peace!
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HOPE

the curriculum earning “baby
bucks” to be used in our
beautiful new Baby Boutique.

The season of Advent brings
an incredible message of
HOPE. The long awaited Savior,

brought peace, love and joy to a
desperate world. More than 2000
years ago, Jesus stepped into
humanity to humbly serve the
world in a way that was radical,
selfless, and life changing.
I John 1:14, translated in The
Message, says it best, “The Word
became flesh and blood, and
moved into the neighborhood.”

ing support, encouragement and
equipping tools to our clients.

At Amnion, it is our mission to
share this message of hope right
here in our neighborhood…
bringing love and care in tangible
ways to women and men facing
an unplanned pregnancy.

As we began to plan our NEW
Baby Boutique for our new Earn
While You Learn program(EWYL),
God provided in the form of Janet
Cohen, Shane Engle and a group
of volunteers from Hope Community Church.

Hope Community Church of King
of Prussia has partnered with us
to help serve our neighborhood
with radical hope and love.
This year Amnion has been
working to implement a new
program that will provide parent-

EWYL is a complete curriculum
covering the first trimester
through the toddler years. The
program also offers lessons on
parenting, financial management,
and Bible studies for moms and
dads. Parents will work through

Love and hope were delivered
as Janet visited the center,
helped plan the boutique,
solicited material donations and
called upon skilled people she
knew to help us make the Baby
Boutique the best it could be.
Shane Engle, a professional
decorator, helped organize and
create a beautiful “shopping”
atmosphere for our clients.
In November and December,
generous Hope volunteers
painted, built, and installed
shelves that will house diapers,
wipes, clothing, and baby items.
We are grateful for the blessing
of time, skill, and labor
generously provided by Hope,
truly living out their Love Works
mission of “serving people in
tangible ways to demonstrate
God's love: one person, one
family, one community at a
time.”

Help us open our

Baby
Boutique!
Our Baby Boutique
needs willing
hands just like
yours to organize
donations, prepare
the baby boutique
for opening in
January, and to
help keep it
running in 2017.
Generous
contributions of
new or gently used
clothing are greatly
appreciated.
If you are interested
in volunteering or
donating, please
contact Latoya
Cohen at
610.622.9832 or
lcohen@amnion.org.

JOY

DO NOT MISS OCTOBER 13TH...

JOY for all God has done...
5636
710
348
146
87
32
27
18
15
6
3
2

Students heard Real-Ed Presentation
Client Visits - 213 new this year!
Ultrasound Pictures shared1
Pregnancy Tests
New Ultrasound Exams
Mothers in our Mom’s Group
reported babies born!
Schools visited for Real-Ed
Bottles of PreNatal Vitamins shared
Board Members served in 2016
College students completed internships
Doctors volunteered medical services

Countless... volunteers serving this year!
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lovE

“You formed my inward parts,
You wove me in my mother’s
womb. I will give thanks to
You, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made.”
Psalm 139:13-14

Sanctity of Human Life
Sunday is January 15th
Amnion can provide support
for ways to recognize Sanctity
of Human Life Sunday.
Go to our website:
FriendsOfAmnion.org
or contact our Executive
Director Melanie Parks,
610.662.9957

MISSION

VISION

To encourage women, men, and families to choose life when confronted
with unintended pregnancy, to provide hope and healing to
those suffering from past abortions, and to encourage adolescents to
form healthy relationships and to save sexual intimacy for marriage.

To end abortion in Delaware, Chester, Philadelphia, and Montgomery Counties by...
 Providing honest, confidential, high-quality counseling and other support services to women,
men, and families confronting unintended pregnancy and grief over past abortions;
 Teaching adolescents in schools and churches how to form healthy relationships and to
preserve sexual intimacy for marriage; and
 Partnering with parents, churches, crisis pregnancy centers, and other community
organizations to inform the public of the truth about abortion and life-affirming alternatives.

WWW.AMNIONPREGNANCYCENTER.ORG
WWW.FRIENDSOFAMNION.ORG

