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"...In all things God works for the GOOD
of those who love him..." Romans 8:28
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GOD INSPIRED VISION
“God

Sometimes

in our lives,
we receive
the
blessing of
witnessing
God’s hand
directly at
work.

spoke to me so clearly… I was
driving down the road and I heard that
more than one million babies were
aborted each year. It was 1981 and I
knew something had to be done for the
women behind these decisions.”
“I wanted to help the women with
housing and practical things, but I also
wanted them to know Christ.”
– Martha Comment., Amnion’s 1st Board President

On that day, God spoke to Martha and
put a fire in her heart to create a safe
place for girls and women where they
would feel cared for and loved. This
obedient woman drove immediately
home and sat at her kitchen table with
a legal pad and wrote out the vision
that God gave to her. She had to write
so fast to capture all the thoughts that
filled her heart and mind: Amnion would
be an outreach ministry of Jesus Christ;
committed to serving clients facing
unplanned pregnancies; creating an
awareness of the needs of women and
girls in the community; aiding women

who have decided to have their babies
with practical alternatives to abortion
through the provision of God’s people
free of charge; that would never discriminate based on race, creed, color,
national origin, age or marital status.
There are some plans and ideas that
you know are the hand of God.
Martha was reaffirmed time and time
again as God opened one door after
another. She held a meeting at
Church of the Savior and over 90
people showed up. There were so
many people volunteering to help in
every way ...to be on the steering
committee, write a newsletter, provide
material assistance, train as counselors, and love these women. Even her
husband grew passionate about the
ministry and helped Martha focus on
the mission of loving women, saving
babies, and leading women to Christ.
This ministry would come to be known
as Amnion, Greek for ‘little lamb’

things

because lambs are born in a protective, bubble-like sac called the Amnion.
Amnion would become just that, a
center protecting women, men and
families; renewing lives and giving an
opportunity of abundant life to each
person that encountered the ministry.
In 1983, a small center was opened
on Lancaster Avenue in Bryn Mawr,
serving local college students and
women in the area, offering counseling, material assistance, and
eventually offered a program for
students on healthy relationships.
Sometimes in our lives, we receive
the blessing of witnessing God’s
hand directly at work. The amazing
vision Martha received over three
decades ago is time tested. A simple
vision of teaching truth, coming alongside women and families in unplanned
pregnancies and loving unconditionally
still stands 35 years later.
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The early years brought a period of
rapid growth for Amnion. This loving,
non-judgmental ministry was meeting a
need in the community. Centers were
opened in Drexel Hill and Kennett
Square and specific programs were
created for teaching healthy relationships (RealEd) and counseling post
abortive women (Surrendering the Secret).
During the 90’s a need for high quality,
heart focused counseling, regardless of
the women’s decision, became evident.
The staff, led by Executive Director
Joan Boydell, put aside the traditional
video counseling many pregnancy
centers were using at the time, and
focused on personal counseling.
Counselors trained in the art of listening, guiding, caring for and leading
women to changed, abundant lives.
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Amnion’s counseling wasn’t just about
a decision to keep a baby (though that
is a monumental decision!), the hope
was that each interaction would lead
to women finding saving faith. Joan
recalls a story of one young woman who
was a repeat client, seemingly trying to
get pregnant, seeking a baby to fill the
holes. As the young client stood there
jangling her keys, contemplating their
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conversation, Joan was inspired by the
Spirit to ask her one simple question.
“When will you hand over the keys of
your life to Jesus?” This question
began a process of growth, and years
later this beautiful woman accepted
Christ as her Savior.
Amnion is still reaching out into the
community, loving and caring for the
hurting. Each week, over 30 counseling hours are dedicated to clients who
seek out Amnion’s counseling services.
Women, men, and families are served
through referral services, parent
education, counseling, and post
abortion care. Recently, a young
woman came into Amnion lost and
confused about her unplanned pregnancy, not sure how she could care for
a child and over a course of visits not
only did she decide to keep her baby
but we were also blessed with the
opportunity to see her make a decision
to accept Christ as her personal Savior.
“I dream one day abortion will be
illegal, but even when that day comes
the services of Amnion will be essential. Women and families will need
love, care and support even more.”
– Joan Boydell, Board Member 1989-2008

Using Technology to Open Hearts
In 2015, knowing that 3 in 5 women
choose life when they have an ultrasound,
the board and staff began to research the
possibility of adding ultrasound services.
Amnion was blessed with funds from faithful donors and a Focus on the Family grant
that allowed Amnion to open a beautiful,
new medical wing, hire a certified nurse,
with oversight by a volunteer radiologist
and medical director. “The Ultrasound
opened up a whole new world of possibilities for Amnion clients.” (Jack Matsinger,
board member). Women can see their babies and the growing life inside of them,
helping Amnion staff to teach truth and
guide women to make the best decision.
Amnion’s newest program – STD testing
and treatment — is just the latest example
of how God uses Amnion to love others.
Started last spring, the STD testing and
treatment program is another way to reach
out to those in the Delaware Valley who are
hurting and in need of physical and spiritual
care. In May, Amnion will begin holding
open clinics for the community on Saturday mornings, expanding opportunities to
serve and share God’s love.

1983
Amnion opens
its doors for
the first time!

1981
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Martha Comment
and friends
respond to God’s
prompting, and
start a movement.
Many volunteers
and faithful leaders
are called and
spring into action.

1998

1991

1988
Amnion develops
a prevention based
school program, to
become RealEd.

Focus expands
to develop
quality
counseling.

1995
Amnion starts an
official program to
counsel postabortive women,
now Surrendering
the Secret.

Drexel Hill
Center
opens.

2001
Kennett
Square
Center
opens.

L OVE

INSPIRED

L EGACY
From our Executive Director….

“Amnion is a trusted partner, coming alongside women to

assist them through their hurts and healing and helping
them to make informed decisions for Life.”
We pray that Christ’s love would be reflected through all
that we do.”

When I think about the future for Amnion, I can’t help but thank God
for the awesome start that Amnion had in its inspired vision and the
firm foundation that was built over the years. The mission and vision of
Amnion has not changed in its 35 years! God has blessed Amnion with
staff, volunteers, and supporters to meet the needs of this ministry,
and it is truly amazing to see what God has done,
...to hear the stories and to see lives impacted, changed, and saved.

Jim Hall, Board Member

“Our hope is that Amnion will be a legacy of love - loving

people right where they are in every circumstance.”
Steve Videon, Board Member

“Amnion is God’s work. Each person that steps through

the door is coming for a physical or emotional need, but
they are loved physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
We pray Amnion’s faithful ministry will be a model for
others… to come alongside those in a dark place
spiritually, changing and restoring lives.”

What excites me about the future for Amnion is something that I am
beginning to see now! There is a new enthusiasm within our churches
to build relationships with the people Amnion serves. Our new Making
Life Disciples program is a discipleship training that connects congregations with communities who are facing unplanned pregnancies.

Alex Chen, Board Member

“I see God every day in the committed board members,
talented staff, and generous volunteers who serve wholeheartedly.
Our prayer is that Amnion would be a light to the
community, impacting each generation, by loving moms and
encouraging families to live abundant lives… a legacy of love.”
Louann Rodgers, Board Member

“Each time I hear a decision was made for life, I know how

hard that decision was, and I think, ‘that was you God.’”
I pray the legacy of Amnion would be the name people
would remember in an unplanned pregnancy… loving people
always.”

Amnion is growing and I am confident that it will remain a positive, lifeaffirming, non-judgmental, resourceful place of peace and hope.
As we prepare for the next 35 years and think about what God is
calling the board, staff, volunteers, and supporters to, we ask that you
prayerfully consider a legacy gift. A legacy gift is a gift that goes beyond
current support and makes sure that Amnion will remain a beacon of
hope in our communities and have the ability to rise to each new calling to serve in the coming decades. We are listening for God’s leading
and appreciate your prayers and support. God bless you!

– Melanie Parks

Jack Matsinger, Board Member

2018
2017
2015
2013
2012

2008
Strategic
focus expands
RealEd, healthy
relationship
education across
the region.

Services
centralized
into one
convenient
Drexel Hill
office.

Amnion
awarded
grant from
Focus on
the Family
to develop
Ultrasound
capabilities.

Amnion converts
to a Medical
Clinic and the
Amnion Board
brings on a
medical team
including a
medical director,
radiologist and
registered nurse
trained in
sonography to
offer
ultrasounds,
pregnancy testing, and other
medical services.

Amnion opens a
Baby Boutique!
Earn-While-YouLearn (EWYL)
client program
for Parent
Education is
launched.

2016
Amnion
awarded grant
to provide
prenatal
vitamins to
pregnant and
breastfeeding
moms.

Medical Center
expands to offer
PA Departrment
of Health
approved STD
Testing and
Treatment.

Praising GOD
for all HE has done!
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35years

New Church
Partnership
Making Life
Disciples
program
starts.
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"...In all things God works for the GOOD
of those who love him..." Romans 8:28
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Annual 5k Run/Walk
Saturday
May 19th - 9am
Ridley Creek State Park, Media PA

for

REGISTER at www.FriendsOfAmnion.org by April 21st to guarantee TShirt Size

MISSION
To encourage women, men, and families to choose life when confronted
with unintended pregnancy, to provide hope and healing to
those suffering from past abortions, and to encourage adolescents to
form healthy relationships and to save sexual intimacy for marriage.

WWW.AMNIONPREGNANCYCENTER.ORG
WWW.FRIENDSOFAMNION.ORG

VISION

life

To end abortion in Delaware, Chester, Philadelphia, and Montgomery Counties by...
 Providing honest, confidential, high-quality counseling and other support services to women,
men, and families confronting unintended pregnancy and grief over past abortions;
 Teaching adolescents in schools and churches how to form healthy relationships and to
preserve sexual intimacy for marriage; and
 Partnering with parents, churches, crisis pregnancy centers, and other community
organizations to inform the public of the truth about abortion and life-affirming alternatives.

